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Introduction
The lives and prospects of Zimbabwe’s youth today should be a scar on the conscience of our 
country’s current political leadership.  The future of our young people has been completely ruined 
by the ruling ZANU PF party and government.  Our youth have been reduced to tools of violence 
and objects of ridicule even from peace loving Zimbabweans.

Innocent boys and girls full of life and potential are being herded away into poorly equipped, badly 
sanitised and dilapidated compounds, which ZANU PF calls Youth Camps.  These supposed ‘institu-
tions’ such as the so-called “Border Gezi Training Camp” are in fact purposeless ZANU PF ventures 
and centres for brainwashing Zimbabwe’s boys and girls.   They are used to indoctrinate them with 
venomous and destructive propaganda that distorts Zimbabwe’s precious history of liberation, while 
deflecting attention from the inept incompetence of the ZANU PF government.  

Our youth are being made to believe that the ruling ZANU PF party and its government are doing all that 
they can to develop our country and to ‘defend’ our sovereignty from imagined and hypothetical enemies 
that are a concoction of paranoid ideologues. Yet these ideologues are the same people who have ruined 
the lives and prospects of the most promising and essential fabric of our nation – our youth.

ZANU PF Policies and Zimbabwe’s Youth
ZANU PF policies have reduced Zimbabwe’s youth from a vibrant and potentially productive force to one 
that is idle, disruptive, and in some instances destructive.  Under the ZANU PF government, our country’s 
youth is failing to realise their full potential, and they are being compelled to do unimaginable things with 
their lives.  Young men and women in Zimbabwe are not pursuing their preferred professions or realising 
their cherished dreams because there is no government policy that enables and compels them to do so.

The only youth oriented government policy in place is the archaic and purposeless Youth Training Service.  
This is not the kind of youth training that can potentially turn its graduates into employable personnel.  

Instead, it resembles a narrowly thought-out Maoist training programme that only equips the youth with 
the skills to wreck havoc on the lives of political opponents who dare criticise the ruling party.  The 

result is not a productive and fruitful form of youth service.  Rather, the ZANU PF government has 
yielded youth exploitation and abuse for the selfish furtherance of their own political fortunes. 

The distorted policies and practices of ZANU PF are forcing Zimbabwe’s unsuspecting youth 
to unconsciously affiliate with ZANU PF despite their own preference to remain apolitical.  

They are being manipulated by ZANU PF and their rights are being enmeshed in con-
ditional association with, and blind loyalty to ZANU PF.  As an example, the right to 

access national resources that should be impartially provided by any government 
of the day to any citizen of the country is being used to unwillingly subject young 

people to political conditionality so as to try and irk out a living.
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The ZPDP Vision for Zimbabwe’s Youth
As outlined in our Manifesto, the ZPPD is highly committed to ensuring that Zimbabwe’s young 
people become adults who can realize their full potential. This must not be construed as a favour, 
but as a duty of the government.  We will develop a comprehensive national Child and Youth Policy 
that secures and safeguards the future and heritage of Zimbabwe’s young people.  We view in all 
seriousness the youth as Zimbabwe’s leaders of the future.

The ZPDP will seek to cultivate in our youth, a high level of respectability and responsibility.  We will 
provide for them a central and partnering role at the heart of Zimbabwe’s government and at the fore-
front of national development.  The ZPDP will hold as paramount to our policy formulation, the welfare 
and development of our youth.  We will seek to turn our youth into active participants and partners 
rather than passive recipients of narrow and defeatist youth policies such as those of ZANU PF. 

Education and Training
The education and training systems in our country have become completely run down under the retro-
gressive policies of ZANU PF.  Most universities, colleges and vocational training institutions are either 
reeling below capacity or are simply struggling to cope with their capacity intakes due to severely de-
pleted funding.  College and University life has become completely unbearable for students and lectur-
ers alike, and the effect of this is the distraction of students from their core activities of studying as they 
instead partake in demonstrations and protests to force the authorities to change their policies.

The ZPDP is fully aware of these problems and will seek to address the issues of education and train-
ing as a means of ensuring that the youth, as they are being educated and trained, will be guaranteed a 
role at the centre of the development of their country.  Education and training will be used as tools for the 
empowerment of the youth and depriving them of these options would simply amount to disenfranchising 
them. That is unacceptable.

The ZPDP will re-introduce non-means tested university and college grants that are in line with infla-
tion.  Our government will also de-politicise university and college funding of students so as to ensure 

that there is equal access to such resources for all of Zimbabwe’s youth, without discrimination. The 
system of scholarships and bursaries is now heavily politicised with ZANU PF cronies’ children be-

ing automatic beneficiaries. The ZPDP will fully address the skewed system of favouritism that is 
now a norm in this area of funding because deserving children are being sacrificed for less gifted 

children who are simply politically connected to the ruling party.

Youth Programmes
Zimbabwe’s youth need sustainable and productive programmes that will keep them 

occupied and continuously developing their skills.  For years, ZANU PF has politically 
meddled with, and thwarted the efforts of our youth who seek to develop their the-

atrical, musical and poetic skills. The ruling party has gone as far as barring or 
banning plays and songs from public access because these are felt to be 

politically critical of the government. This is work that young Zimbabwe-
ans spend a lot of their time developing only to be thrown out of the 

window by politicians. Again this is unacceptable.
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The ZPDP has a vision for youth that is loaded with programmes to be rolled out throughout 
the country with particular emphasis on outlying areas where Zimbabwe’s youth have limited 
access to amenities.  We will also make funding available for the establishment of new Centres 
for the Arts so as to cater for the ever growing numbers of youth who leave high school.

Our programmes will include theatrical performance, musical workshops, film and television pro-
ductions, visual arts and poetry, which will serve as a source of artistic expression for our youth and 
will showcase their talent, while providing them access to some of the best paying disciplines and 
career opportunities in the world.  Our youth deserve a shot at attaining the highest level of artistic 
possibility.

The Arts programme will be offered in conjunction with a National Vocational Training emphasis that will 
result in more colleges with greater intakes for vocational students.  Vocational students will be able to 
graduate and continue their education in Arts programmes and develop their careers further.  

Financial support for the Arts and for vocational career advancement will form an integral part of the 
ZPDP government’s policy and our youth vision because without the requisite funding the youth devel-
opment initiative will not be realised. Youth development will therefore be a feature of the ZPDP financial 
budget.

Sports Development
Sports careers are currently some of the most lucrative professions in the entire world.  Most of Zimba-
bwe’s youth are tremendously athletic and some have the potential to become world-renowned athletes.  
Yet, under the current government, there are no serious youth sports and training programs available. 

There is a chronic shortage of sporting academies where our youth can practice and develop their skills 
as athletes and become gainfully employed sports professionals.  The ZPDP will seek to overhaul ZANU 
PF’s sports policies and develop 21st Century sports initiatives that will produce world class sporting pro-
fessionals from among Zimbabwe’s youth.

There are various funding initiatives available from world sports governing bodies that are specifi-
cally earmarked for countries that develop youth sports at grassroots levels.  Our party will seek to 

take full advantage of these.  This will not only develop and better the lives of our youth, but this 
will definitely take their minds away from criminal activities are that are usually a direct result of 

idleness.

ZPDP Department for Youth Development
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